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October 9 and 10, 2009 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

Menomonee Falls 

 

You Are Invited. . . 
 

All women from the Greater Milwaukee Synod are 
warmly invited to join us on October 9th and 10th 
for the annual Women of the ELCA convention.  
Claudie Calenzo, Convention Chair, along with 
Cheryl Isotalo, Convention Intern, and the 
convention planning committee have been 
working hard to ensure an uplifting experience for 
all.   
 
Come to meet other women and reconnect with 
old friends.  Holy Cross Lutheran in Menomonee 
Falls will be our host.  You will be amazed to see 
the extensive collection of beautiful nativity sets 
from all around the world. PLEASE NOTE: THE 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 
15, 2009. 
 
Our theme for this year is “Come Live in the 
Light.”  The Bible verse is John 8:12:  I am the 
light of the world.  Whoever follows me will have 
the light of life and will never walk in darkness.  
The Convention song is “We Are Called” (No. 720 
in the new cranberry hymnal.) 
 
More information about registration, workshops, 
displays, overnight housing, in-kind gifts, and the 
convention offering are included in this issue of 
the Gleanings. As an added attraction to the 
convention opportunities, you will want to notice 
the extensive collection of nativity sets from 
around the world that are housed at Holy Cross.  
 

We hope to see you there!   
 

 

Please post, duplicate, and circulate 
this information. 
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Treasurerΐs Report (08/01/09) 

- Sue Seidemann  

Receipts  
Regular offerings from C.U.s (6) $810.05 
Cluster offerings $547.74 
Cluster Funds $577.00 
Retreat Offering $140.00 
Retreat Registrations $715.00 
Synod Convention Registrations $0.00 
Gleanings Subscriptions $0.00 
Triennial scholarship refunds $100.00 
convention offering $0.00 
Campus hymnals $577.00 
Board offering $15.00 
Interest on savings, CD & MIF $40.28 
Total Receipts $3,522.07 
 
Disbursements  
Offerings to CWO  $553.76 
Retreat Offering   $0.00 
Synod Convention Offering  $0.00 
World Hunger to CWO  $86.45 
Program I Mission Growth  $0.00 
Program II Mission Community  $0.00 
Program III Mission Action  $0.00 
Program IV Executive Committee  $0.00 
Program V Executive Board  $0.00 
Program VI Convention Committee  $383.25 
Program VII Clusters  $0.00 
Program VIII Financial Matters  $0.00 
Program IX Newsletter  $180.00 
Program X Special Events  $286.75 
Program XI Scholarships – camp  $0.00 
Program XII Affirmative Action  $0.00 
Program XIII Miscellaneous $34.30 
Total Disbursements $1,524.51 
  
Assets  
SWO checking $6,413.46 
SWO savings $1,675.81 
Mission Investment Fund $535.89 
Certificate of deposit $2,195.54 
Total Accounts $10,820.70 
  
Designated Funds  
Triennial Convention Scholarship $2,100.00 
Lutheran Campus Hymnals $964.00 
Triennial Promoter $100.00 
Scholarship – camp, other $445.00 
God Is So Good $1,046.99 
Certificate of deposit $2,195.54 
Mission Investment Fund $535.89 
Total Designated Funds $7,387.42 
  
Total Funds Available $3,433.33 

Stewardship Planning Guide 

Your 2009-2010 stewardship packet, sent out by 
Churchwide office, will soon be arriving in the 
mail.  Please watch for it.  The Guide describes 
the various types of offerings made by Women of 
the ELCA; it tells how these offerings are received 
and how they are used. There is also a suggested 
Thankoffering service which can be duplicated. 
 
More information is available in the August issue 
of Interchange.  Be sure these newsletters are 
being circulated in your congregation.   
 

Convention Contributions 
and In-Kind Gifts 

 
Your church unit and individual contributions will 
be collected during our Saturday morning worship 
service.  One-half of your offering will be sent to 
Churchwide in Chicago and the other half will be 
given to the Pregnancy Support Connection 
(PSC).  PSC is a non-profit organization based in 
Waukesha that provides education, support and 
resources for young women in crisis pregnancy 
situations.   
 
They have been providing services in Milwaukee 
and Waukesha counties since 1985.  Their 
programs are supported by grants of several 
organizations including Pro Health Care and 
United Way.  Donations by local businesses and 
individuals provide the majority of funding to 
continue these services.  In addition, Pregnancy 
Support Connection is able to provide safe, 
transitional living arrangements in their sponsored 
Linden Cherish Place.  Nancy Major is the 
Executive Director. 
 
This year's In-Kind Gifts will be monetary 
contributions that will be given to Lutheran 
Campus Ministry (LCM) in Greater Milwaukee.  
Please write a personal check, payable to Greater 
Milwaukee Lutheran Campus Ministry.  
 
Bring it to the Convention and deposit it in the gift 
box designated for that purpose.  This is a 
different approach to our usual In-Kind Gift giving 
but the need is so great for the work of LCM, it is 
felt we should do our part to support the needs of 
the Lutheran college students at Marquette and 
UWM in Greater Milwaukee. 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Dear Sisters in Christ: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord, Jesus 

Christ. . . . 

 

Where has the summer gone?  It is hard to believe that fall is only a few weeks away.  With fall comes 
October and our annual convention being held on October 9-10th at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 
Menomonee Falls.  So many hours of planning and preparing for this gathering are put in by your 
Convention Committee, led by Claudie Calenzo, Chair and Cheryl Isotalo, Convention Intern.  The 
workshops being held on Saturday, the 10th, are awesome.  You will have a hard time deciding which of 
them to attend.  You will find those workshops listed with an explanation of the content, on another page 
of this issue of the Gleanings.   
 

Our Business Meeting will be held on Friday, late afternoon and evening starting with Registration at 4:30 
p.m. and a dinner at 5:35 p.m.  The beautiful Taize Meditation will end our Friday.  Delegates and other 
voting members must attend the Orientation that begins at 5 p.m.  We are anticipating some special 
visitors from the Meru Diocese to join us on the Friday of our Convention.  Registration on Saturday opens 
at 7:45 a.m. with a hymn sing at 8:15 a.m. Our Saturday worship service begins at 8:30.  We are privileged 
to have Pastor Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld presiding with Pastor Mary Martha Kannass preaching.  And our 
ŘŜŀǊ !Ƴȅ YƛŜǎƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƎƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƘȅƳƴΣ ά²Ŝ !ǊŜ /ŀƭƭŜŘέΦ   
 

We look forward to welcoming Betty Brandt, Secretary of the Churchwide Women of the ELCA to our 
Greater Milwaukee Synod.  Betty will represent our CWO President, Beth Wrenn.  We are also blessed to 
have Inez Torres Davis from Churchwide with us.  Inez will present two very meaningful workshops.  You 
will attend one workshop in the morning and one in the afternoon with a noon dinner in-ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭƭ 
gather together again after the second workshop for some final time together.  We expect the Convention 
to close by 4 p.m.  Please join us and support our Convention Committee who have worked so hard to 
make this a meaningful, spirit-filled time for you.  The Registration Form is printed in this issue of the 
Gleanings. 
 

At the end of this past June, Mary Ellen Sorensen of our Mission Team and I attended the Convention of our 
ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ {ȅƴƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
aŀŘƛǎƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀǊƳƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ {ȅƴƻŘƛŎŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩs 
Organization meets for two full days in Convention every other year; in alternate years they have a two-day 
retreat.  It was very interesting for us to witness how different and yet similar our two conventions are 
structured. 
 

Lona Eubanks, who is a member of the SWO Board, attended the Women of the ELCA Anti-Racism Training 
put on periodically by our Churchwide Staff member, Inez Torres Davis.  The event took place in Kansas 
City, Kansas on August 13-16.   
 

A fund-raising campaign has been initiated by CƘǳǊŎƘǿƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ άYŀǘƛŜΩǎ CǳƴŘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ 
YŀǘŀǊƛƴŀ Ǿƻƴ .ƻǊŀ [ǳǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΦ  YŀǘƛŜΩǎ CǳƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘ ƛƴ мффт ǿƛǘƘ 
gifts given in thanks for the first 10 years of Women of the ELCA ministries. The Fund supports the three 
ministries of global sharing, leadership development and living theology that are central to the mission and 
life of the Women of the ELCA.  You will see a display table at our Convention encouraging your support of 
this worthy campaign. 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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(cont. from Page 3)  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά/ƻƳŜΣ [ƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘέΣ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
Chair.  When I first heard the theme I could not help but think of the words we hear our pastor say during 
ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΦΧΦέ[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƻ ǎƘine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ  /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻΚ  Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΚ  LΩƳ 
feeling that we are being invited to live in the light of Jesus and then told to let that light shine out to 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΧΦΦƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΣ WŜǎǳǎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  tǊŜǘǘȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΧΦΦŀ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ 

of Jesus.     See you at Convention! 
 

Carole Ropel , President 
 

.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊΥ ! wŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ .Ŝǘǘȅ ²ŀǊōŜǊ 

Carol Birk, Carol Gillmore, Betty Warber, Karen Hoffman, 
Judy Schroeder and Carole Ropel were among the women 
from the GMS to attend WartburƎΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ  Bible Study 
[ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊΦ 
 

For two days we had the privilege of an in-depth 
introduction to the September 2009 through May 2010 
Bible Study (found in the Lutheran Woman Today 
ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Romans and the author, Rev. Dr. Sarah Henrich, is the 
Professor of New Testament at Luther Seminary, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 
 

Dr. Henrich challenged us to look at the book of Romans as 
a pastoral letter and to become aware of the way it is laid out and some of the key concepts and passages.  
9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ 5ǊΦ IŜƴǊƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ά[ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ To DƻŘΩǎ .ŜƭƻǾŜŘέ but 
it is available to anyone who would like to purchase a copy for their own personal enrichment. This guide 
can be ordered from Augsburg Fortress either on-line or by calling 1-800-328-4648. 
 

As we approach our new Bible Study ¢ƻ DƻŘΩǎ .ŜƭƻǾŜŘ - tŀǳƭΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎ may we do so with 
the same excitement and anticipation as when we wait for our daily mail delivery.  We are ƛƴŘŜŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
Beloved and Paul has much to say to us through this study. 

 

New On-Site Nomination Procedures For Board Positions 

 
If you are planning to nominate someone for a 
SWO Board position just prior to the business 
meeting portion of this year’s SWO Convention, 
you must have the paperwork completed and 
given to the Nomination Committee at the 
Convention Nomination Desk by 7 p.m. on Friday, 
October 9th when the Desk will close.  The 
consent of the individual you are nominating must 
also have been obtained.  This means that no 
further nominations for office can be made after 7 
p.m.  Our president will not call for nominations 
during the election process of the business 
meeting. 
 

This change in procedure will give our 
Nominations Committee proper time to evaluate  
the information provided on the Nominations Form 
(Letter of Call to Serve God) and to adequately 
explain to the candidate what her responsibilities 
may include.   
 

This new format follows the same procedure used 
at the Triennial by Churchwide and was discussed 
at length during the Conference of Presidents in 
February.  We anticipate this new process will 
shorten the length of the election process. 

 

Any questions? Please call  
Nancy Sack, Nominations Chair, or  

Carole Ropel, President. 
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REGISTRATI ON FORM 

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Womenôs Organization 

22nd Annual Convention 
 

ñCome, Live In the Lightò 
 

October 9-10, 2009  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

W156 N8131 Pilgrim Rd., Menomonee Falls, WI  53051 
 

ALL Friday & Saturday attendeesééééééééééééé...$75 

Friday only attendeesééééééééééééééééééé$30 

Saturday only attendeeséééééééééééééééééé$50 

 

Meals are included with all registrations. 

Due to the entire business portion of the convention being conducted on Friday evening, 

delegates are required to attend both Friday and Saturday 

but ALL  women are encouraged to attend both days. 
 

Send this form and a check made payable to the Women of the ELCA to: 

Robin Fatla, Convention Registrar 

W62 N616 Washington Ave. 

Cedarburg, WI  53012 

262 377-0046 

All Registrations will be acknowledged by e-mail, if access is available. 

 

Check one:      [   ]  I am a Delegate            [   ]  I am a Visitor  

(Registration deadline is September 15, 2009) 
  

Name______________________________________________________Phone_______________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City________________________________State___________Zip__________________ 

 

E-Mail Address__________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Church_______________________________________City__________________ 

 

Meals served Family Style.  Check only for Vegetarian Meal ï [  ] Friday  [  ] Saturday 

 

Child Care will be available on Saturday only.  The cost is $10 per child.  A snack will be provided but each child is 

requested to bring a bag lunch. Please list the names and ages of all children joining you. 
 

Name___________________________________________Age__________________ 
 

Name___________________________________________Age__________________ 

 

REMEMBER TO MAKE YOUR OWN HOTEL RESERVATIONS   - Super 8 Motel, N96 W17490 County Line 

Rd., Germantown.  To receive the $68 price, mention that you are part of the Women of the ELCA SWO Convention 

when you call 262-255-0880.  Deadline for the discounted rate is September 23
rd

. 
 

Note:  Convention dress is business casual. 

This form may be duplicated as necessary. 
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Pine Lake Camp ï Fall Weekend: October 2-4 

As we go to press, there are still 25 or more openings for women at Pine Lake Camp.  Here’s a chance for 
you to get away from your usual routine to spend quiet time for meditation, become acquainted with other 
Christian women, and grow in faith.  The Rev. Sandy Roberts of St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Racine 
will be the spiritual leader. 
 

The theme is “Grace for the 21st Century.”  In addition to Bible study and discussion, worship, music, and 
crafts, there will be a book exchange, a gift basket auction, a silent auction – and oh yes, great food!  The 
$105 registration fee includes all lodging and meals for the weekend beginning with Friday dinner through 
Sunday brunch.  The registration deadline is September 15. 

For more information, contact Sue Betts at 262-543-4409 (e-mail: spbetts@tds.net) 
 

Lakota Indian News ï LaVerne Mueller 
 

Remember when this mission project to the Indians first started (2001-2002) and I asked for two quilts from 
each church group? It was supposed to be a take-off on summer bridal showers, so I called it a Fall Quilt 
Shower. We’ve come a long way since that first year and we’ve sent over one thousand quilts.. I’m still 
asking for quilts, but I’d like you to mail them during the winter months when school is open and the staff is 
around. I thought we could call it the Winter Blizzard of Quilts...just joking, of course, but the name would be 
more fitting to the time of real needs. 
 

Bruce Hanson will not be transporting quilts for us this year. We are SO thankful for the help that he and 
Cheryl were able to give their time these last three years. I am now looking for other solutions for getting 
supplies out to Batesland because not all quilters have a budget for mailing expenses. If you have any 
ideas, please share them with me. 
 

Dee Lefthand has offered to send pictures of the Batesland children and I will display them at the Oct. 
Convention, so look for them. 

Thread your needles ladies, ’cause winter is on its way. 
 

Cluster Events 
 

Kenosha-West Racine Cluster will host a fall event at North Cape Lutheran Church in Franksville, on 
Saturday, October 24th.  The church is located at 2644 S 124th Street, Franksville. 
 

The speaker, Pam Schoessling, will present the program about Haiti, the poorest country in the western 
hemisphere.  Pam works in the Amazon region with Haitian associations that are already organized in rural 
Haiti. We'll learn about setting up Fair Trade, micro-financing, multiple projects and the hope and faith these 
people carry in their hearts. 
  
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. with breakfast served at 9:00 and program at 10:00.  The cost is $6.50. 
All women are welcome; cost is $6.50 per person.  Checks should be made payable to Christ Lutheran 
Church and sent to Pam Ellis at Global Hands, 270 Broad St. Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
 

Clusters I, II, III, and IV will host a women’s event on Saturday, November 14, at Whitnall Park Lutheran 
Church, 5847 Lilac Lane, Hales Corners.   
 

Because “Bad Girls of the Bible” was so much appreciated last year, the Cluster leaders have chosen to 
present “Slightly Bad Girls of the Bible” for this program.  Pastor Pam Kerschner will lead the discussion.  
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m., with coffee and breakfast bakery available.  Lunch will be served 
immediately after the program. Cost is $7.  Those not staying for lunch are asked to pay $2. 
 

Letters will be mailed to each congregational unit in the four clusters; please alert your church secretaries 
and circulate the information.  All women from the Greater Milwaukee Synod, and their guests, are welcome 
to attend, but reservations must be received by November 7.  Please send names of all persons attending 
to cluster registrar, Jan Fox (with checks payable to her): 4130 S. Carnaby Lane, New Berlin 53151. 
 

mailto:spbetts@tds.net
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Convention Workshops 

 
Racism in Current Events - Inez Torres Davis 
The ability to talk about race with knowledge is 
what our multicultural world is calling for today.  
Women of the ELCA’s Director of Justice will share 
from her wide experiences as core staff trainer of 
anti-racism education.  Come learn how our anti-
racism ministry promotes healing and wholeness in 
our church, society and the world. 
 
Sacred Spaces – Inez Torres Davis 
Those who seek to serve God with their entire 
selves spend private time with God.  Creating a 
sacred space for such intimacy is the healing 
counterbalance to a life poured out in service. You 
don’t have a special place?  This workshop will help 
you explore and create your own sacred space, set 
aside and dedicated to your personal, spiritual 
growth and healing. 
 
Women in the Church of El Salvador  

– Linda Muth 
Walk in the shoes of your sisters in El Salvador.  
Learn about the realities of daily life and health and 
examine the challenges and blessings of being a 
woman who serves the Lutheran Church in El 
Salvador.  Search for the common threads which 
connect us as sisters in Christ. 
 

BOLD CONNECTIONS 
 

You may have read about the new "Bold 
Connections" initiative by our Churchwide women’s 
organization in Interchange.   Very briefly, this is 
what it’s about:  It’s an electronic newsletter which 
lets you (and me) keep abreast of latest news of 
interest to women in the church and to join in the 
discussion. 
 

There are many opportunities to connect with other 
women in the USA and beyond through this 
newsletter and on the Women of the ELCA website. 
 

 And talk about going 21st century! In addition to 
blogging, the Women of the ELCA have a 
Facebook page and they’ve also discovered 
“Tweeting.”  Check it out at: 
http://blogs.elca.org/women. 
 

To subscribe to the free electronic newsletter, visit 
www.womenoftheelca.org, scroll down to 
“Newsletters,” click on “Bold Connections,” and 
follow the directions.  Should you change your mind 
later, it’s easy to unsubscribe as well.

Is God Calling You? – Mary Ellen Kiesner 
Mary Ellen is a past president of the Women of 
ELCA Churchwide and also past president of the 
Women of the ELCA, Greater Milwaukee Synod.  
This very active, Spirit filled woman will share with 
us how she has listened to and responded to God’s 
call and will lead us in ways where we can do the 
same. 
 
Women in the Church of Tanzania  

– Pastor Elias Nassari 
Pastor Elias has a rich and interesting faith journey 
to share with us.  In his workshop, he will inform us 
about the life and struggles of women in Tanzania 
and how they work to serve the church in the Meru 
Diocese. 
 
Pregnancy Support Connection (PSC)  

- Tami MacDonald 
The Secretary of the Executive Board at PSC, Tami 
MacDonald will tell how that organization provides 
education, support and resources for young women 
in crisis pregnancy situations.  PSC is supported by 
grants and donations from Pro Health Care, United 
Way, local business and individuals.   

 
 

Convention Driving Directions 
 
To get to Holy Cross Church:  From the south – 
Hwy 41/45 north to Appleton Ave.  Exit and travel 
north to Pilgrim Rd. (there will be a McDonald’s on 
the corner.)  Turn left onto Pilgrim Road.  The 
church is 2 blocks further, on the right.  From the 
north ï I-43 south to Brown Deer Rd West (Hwy 
100).  Travel to Pilgrim Rd. in Menomonee Falls 
and turn left. Travel about 1 ½ miles south to the 
church which will be on your right. 
 
Directions to Super 8 Motel from Holy Cross 
Church:  Pilgrim Rd. north to Hwy 41/45 north.  
Exit Hwy 41/45 at Hwy Q (County Line Rd.) and 
proceed west (left) to the motel which is behind 
McDonald’s on your right. 

http://blogs.elca.org/women
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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 ñésupport one another in our callingséò 

Article submitted by Robin Fatla, 262-377-0046
 rlwfatla@gmail.com 

 
╪  Will you be attending the 22nd Annual 

Synodical Women’s Convention in October? 
╪  If you are, would you like to share one 

of the ministries of your church’s woman’s group? 
 

You are invited to set up a display table at the 
convention, sharing a ministry that your women 
are involved with which may be different or 
unique.  Seeing what other women are involved 
with may generate ideas for new and exciting 
ministries in our units. 

   
At my church, St. John in 
Grafton, we are involved in 
a “bear hug” ministry.  To 
find out more about that, 
you will have to attend the 
convention, where I will 

have a display and further details. 
 

Please contact me if you would like to participate 
in our ministry displays.  Please bring your own 
card table.  I will make up a sign with your church 
name and your cluster for the front of the table.  
Everything else is up to you.  Call or email soon! 
 

From ñTôsò to ñDôsò (Tee-shirts to Diapers) 

A Project of Atonement Church Women – Article 
submitted by Sandra Snyder 

 
There seems to be growing interest in a project 
that a women’s Bible Study circle at Atonement 
Lutheran Church in Muskego took on as a service 
project last year.  They are making diapers out of 
used, clean Tee shirts by cutting, folding, stitching 
and serging them.   
 

The idea is not original with the group, but comes 
from an article in the March 2007 issue of The 
Lutheran.  Members of the Northeastern 
Minnesota Synod have been making diapers 
since 2001 and sending them to their sister synod 
in Honduras…..over 65,000 diapers at the time of 
that article in 2007. 
 

Let me share some of our insights into this 
project:   We have had Tee shirts from many 
different sources, all colors and logos.  The logos 
are turned to the center of the diaper and do not 
appear on the finished product.  The lighter colors 
are good but the darker colors work just as well.  
Tee shirts of 100% cotton are best.  The medium, 

large and ex-large Tee shirts are also best to get 
a good size diaper.  We found that a zigzag stitch 
works best when stitching the triple thickness 
sides together.  The ends are then serged to 
complete the diapers. 
 

" After the diapers are finished, we tie them 
into groups of 12 and include several diaper pins 
(and plastic pants) before they are ready to be 
sent on to whoever needs them.  
 

"  When the Tee shirts are cut apart under the 
arms, there is a piece of fabric which includes the 
sleeves and the upper part of the shirt.  We have 
found that the Humane Society is very happy to 
receive these pieces to use as mop cloths.  We 
try to let nothing go to waste. 
 

" One important consideration before you start 
this project, is where can you send your finished 
diapers.  We had hoped to send ours to our sister 
parish in El Salvador but the cost of shipping them 
has become a consideration.  We have received 
luggage with wheels to pack them in but have not 
been able to get any on their way as yet.  We are 
checking into other places in this country that 
could possibly use them at this time.   
 

" There are other “tricks of the trade” that we 
would like to tell you about so look for our table at 
the Women of the ELCA Synod Convention in 
October.  We will have free copies of patterns and 
directions for you to take home.   
 

(See the next page for a pattern.  Thanks to the 

Resource Center of NW Synod of Wisconsin 
for allowing us to copy and share this 

material.) 

mailto:rlwfatla@gmail.com
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Diapers from T-Shirts: A Service Project 
for Lutheran World Relief and other 
missions 
(Copyright -  Resource Center of NW Synod of 

Wisconsin) 

 

¶ T-shirts should be 50%-100% cotton, size 
large or larger.  

¶ They can be new or slightly 
used, and any color. 

1. Lay T-shirt on cutting grid mat.  
2. Cut off hem.  
3. Cut off under sleeves. (You 

should have a piece 
measuring about 16" from 
under the arm to the hem)  

4. Cut up front of shirt.  
5. Cut off excess fabric so piece 

measures 38"x 16" 

 

 

(If there is a design on the shirt, fold 
so design is on the inside) 

  6. Measuring from the left, fold 12" 
of material to the 25" mark. 

  7. Measuring from the right, fold 12" 
of material to 1" from the left fold 
to create a 13" x 16" piece. 

  8. Fold under so raw seam won't 
show. Zigzag this seam. 

  9. Zigzag where the three 
thicknesses meet on the right. 

10. Surge top and bottom. 

  

 

Finished diaper is 13" x 16". 
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ñBlessed to be a Blessingò: 
Remembering Marilyn Schoenleber 

 

 This past month I lost a wonderful friend at 
Whitnall Park Lutheran Church, Marilyn 
Schoenleber. As I reflect on her life as a faithful 
Christian woman, I remember the words “Blessed 
to be a blessing” – God’s promise to Abraham 
and Sarah in Genesis 12 from a Bethel Bible 
class she taught.  This theme, which came up 
again and again in the lessons, seemed to 
embody much of what Marilyn stood for in her 
own life. Feeling blessed, she found happiness in 
doing what she could for others: “God’s work, Our 
hands.” 
  After her funeral, I told our pastor that Marilyn 
was truly “a little Christ” working quietly in our 
midst. Few people in our congregation knew how 
diligently she worked behind the scenes for 
Christian concerns – especially to help the hungry 
and the homeless and all those served by 
Lutheran World Relief.  She worked humbly, with 
no expectation of recognition or applause.  It will 
be difficult to fill the void she left. 
 I know there are many other “Marilyn’s” out 
there in other congregations where this newsletter 
is sent.  On behalf of the Milwaukee Synod Board 
of Women of the ELCA, I salute you all.   
 

Marjorie Pagel, Gleanings Editor 
 

   
Mission Statement: 

 

As a community of women  
created in the image of God, 

 called to discipleship to Jesus Christ, 
 and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to  
grow in faith, affirm our gifts,  

support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, 

and promote healing and wholeness 
in the church, the society and the world. 

 

Stepping Down 
In October, after four years as editor of the Gleanings, I 
will be turning that task over to another woman.  It has 
been an honor to serve you in this way, and I promise to 
help the new editor however I can.  ŨƁŸ ƇŻżƁź ŢLƉŸ 
learned is that more hands are needed to do the work 
expected of the Communications chair.  If you would 
like to help in any way, please let Carole Ropel know. 

Marjorie Pagel, Gleanings Editor 
 

New Resources for Womenôs Groups 
 

The women in the Churchwide office, Chicago, 

have been putting together valuable resources for 

all of us to use ï many of them for free.  Hereôs a 

sampling: 

 

1) I Am She: A Resource for Discovering Your 

Bold. This program grew out of a workshop 

presented at the Triennial and is now ready for 

free download from the Women of the ELCA 

website.  Quoting from Interchange, ñOur purpose 

statement commits us to 'grow in faith and affirm 

our gifts.' One way we affirm our gifts is through 

self-discovery grounded in our faith. I Am She 

helps you affirm your gifts by guiding you through 

a process of bold self-discovery. It explores the 

lives of biblical, historical, and contemporary 

women who have demonstrated true boldness in 

ministries of advocating, caring, and teaching." 

 
2) Paths to Wholeness: Take a journey into 

spirituality and experience different paths toward 

God.  This program, too, was developed from a 

pilot workshop at Triennial and aims to help 

women better connect with their spiritual practices 

while teaching ways to discover other practices 

which might help deepen oneôs personal spiritual 

journey. 

Paths to Wholeness will help participants seek and 

discuss answers to such questions as: 

Å What is my personal style of spirituality?  

Å Why do I need to better understand what it is?  

Å Why is my expression of spirituality different 

from that of others?  

Å How well does the spiritual style of my 

congregation fit with my own?  

Å What is the best way for me to develop my 

spiritual life?  

 

It is suggested we approach this from an 

intergenerational standpoint and/or to use it as the 

subject of a womenôs retreat.  For guidance, please 

contact Emily Hansen, director for stewardship 

(800-638-3522, ext. 2736; 

Emily.Hansen@elca.org). Ms. Hansen invites 

suggestions from all those who use this resource. 
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SWO Directory:  These are your elected Board members and appointed leaders.   
Please call them with your ideas and concerns and remember them in your prayers. 

 
President:   Carole Ropel  
N22 W24233 A. Range Line Rd., Pewaukee 53072 
262-523-4130 e-mail: caroleropel@sbcglobal.net  
 

Vice President:  Robin Fatla 
W62 N616 Washington, Cedarburg  53012 
262-377-0046 e-mail: rlwfatla@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: E. Susan Marshall 
P.O. Box 75 Salem, WI  53168-0075 
262-716-4430   gm-swo-secretary@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer:  Sue Seidemann 
3729 N. 12th St., Sheboygan 53083 
920-452-1634 e-mail: seidesue@charter.net 
    
Claudette Calenzo, Convention Chair 
N170 W19840 Willow Ridge Dr., Jackson 53037 
266-677-3930   e-mail: tlcac625@charter.net 
 

Lona Eubanks, Anti-Racism Chair 
4557 N. 76th Street, Milwaukee  53218 
414-461-2590 e-mail:  l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net 
 
Jerri Larson, Congregational Unit 

 & Cluster Liaison 
8023 W. Morgan Ave. #3,  Milwaukee, WI  53220 
545-5761  e-mail: larsenx2@att.net 
 

Jan Fox, Mission Committee 
4130 S. Carnaby Lane, New Berlin 53151 

262-782-5680 e-mail: jcnfx@aol.com 
 

Mary Ellen Sorensen, Mission Committee 
7562 S. Highfield Ct. Oak Creek 53154 
414-571-6183 e-mail: psorensen4@wi.rr.com 
 

Marilyn Day, Mission Committee 
7509 Melrose Ave., Wauwatosa 53213 
414-453-6731 e-mail: NanaMaddog@aol.com 
 
Marjorie Pagel, Communications 

 (Gleanings Editor) 
12040 W. Scherrei Dr., Franklin 53132 
414-425-4066  e-mail: mepagel@milwpc.com 
 

 
Pastor Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld, Spiritual Leader 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
601 N. University Drive, Waukesha 53188-2700 
262-781-0672 e-mail: prviviane@goodshp.org 

 
CLUSTER CHAIRS 

Pamela Ellis, Chair of Kenosha-West Racine 
Telephone:  262-537-4189   
E-mail:  globalhandsfairtrade@gmail.com 
 
Nancy Sack, Chair of Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV  
Telephone:  414-545-5434  
 E-mail:  nsack@wi.rr.com 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Convention Intern: Cheryl Isotalo 
6322 W. Cleveland Ave.,Milwaukee, WI  53129 
414-541-4236  e-mail: cisotalo@sbcglobal.net 
 

Nominations Chair: Nancy Sack 
2013 S. 97th Street, West Allis, WI  53227-1432 
414-545-5434   e-mail: nsack@wi.rr.com  
 

Communications:  Betty Warber 
6517 Williamsburg Way, Racine, WI  53406 
262-887-8918  e-mail:  betty@warber.net 
 

Communications:  Carla Lonski 
1110 E. Meadow Terrace, Oak Creek, WI 53154 
414-762-8080   e-mail:  mclonski@sbcglobal.net 
 

How To Get Your Copy of ñGleaningsò FREE.   
 

To receive Gleanings free of charge via e-mail, send 
your name and e-mail address to Gleanings editor 
Marjorie Pagel: mepagel@milwpc.com  You may also 
access Gleanings  through the Synod website 
www.milwaukeesynod.org (Click on “Partners”, then 
“Women of the ELCA.”) 

 

How to Subscribe to SWO Gleanings (mailed to your home) 
 

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or $9 
for a two-year subscription (8 copies).  Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order to 
Marjorie Pagel, 12040 W. Scherrei Drive, Franklin, WI  53132 
 

NAME________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY/STATE/ZIP________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONGREGATIONAL UNIT_______________________________________________________________ 
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