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Excellence In Action 
SWO Spiritual Advisor Wins Black Excellence 

Award  
 
Recently Pastor Viviane 
Thomas-Breitfeld was 

honored as a 2010 
Black Excellence 
Award Winner. She will 

be honored, along with 
the other winners, at a 
banquet held at the 
Italian Community Center 

on February 26th. 
 
Pastor Thomas-Breitfeld is the Pastor at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Waukesha. She is 
also the volunteer chaplain with the Wisconsin 
State Patrol, District 2 and also serves on the 
Ethics Committee at Community Memorial 
Hospital in Menomonee Falls. She is also the 

Spiritual Advisor to the Greater Milwaukee 
Synodical Womenôs Organization, Women of the 
ELCA. 
 
She is a graduate of McCormick Theological 
Seminary, Chicago, Ill. and Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York.  
 
Pastor Thomas-Breitfeld was nominated to 
become the Milwaukee ELCA Bishop. She was 
not elected, but was one of the final seven 
candidates. She is also active on the Synodôs 
Anti-Racism team, the Synodôs Meru Partnership 
Committee. Pastor Thomas-Breitfeld has been 
instrumental in building ministries at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church. These include: Green 
Bananas (an over 55 year old group) and building 
an international ministry partnership with 
Makumira Parish in Tanzania.  
 
The Black Excellence Awards are presented 
annually to honor leaders in the areas of: art, 
community leadership, corporations, education, 
health, law, media, military, minority business, 
music, public service, religion, social service, 
sports and volunteerism.  The awards are 
sponsored by The Milwaukee Times  to honor 
outstanding achievements and contributions 
within the Milwaukee African American community 
as well as sponsor scholarships within the area. 
 
Pastor Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld is married to 
fellow ELCA pastor, Pastor Fred Thomas-
Breitfeld. 
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A ME SSAGE FROM OUR SWO PRESIDENT  

 

Dear Sisters in Christ:      

 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the  

 Lord, Jesus Christéé. 

 

This yearôs Spring Retreat has been in the planning process for several months.  As it is all 

coming together, we can see it will be a wonderful event that you are encouraged to attend.  We 

will be meeting at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Watertown with our sisters from the South 

Central Wisconsin Synod on May 14-15.  Carpool with others from your church for the short 

drive to Watertown.  Please donôt let the distance keep you from attending.  It is an easy drive.  

All the details, including the Registration Form, are on a separate piece included with this issue 

of the Gleanings. 

 

We have just received the resignation of one of our Board members.  This means we have a 

position to fill on our Mission Team that will extend to October 2
nd

 of this year.  Would you 

consider taking that position for the next eight months? Or, do you know of someone who might 

be willing to do so?  Please call or e-mail me with that information and I will contact you to 

explain more about the position.  It will give you an opportunity, for a short period of time, to 

learn what it is like to be a Board member of our Synodical Womenôs Organization (SWO). 

 

Many of you donated gifts of money that were designated to purchase the new hymnals for 

Lutheran Campus Ministry (LCM) in Greater Milwaukee.  Iôm so please to tell you that 40 

hymnals were purchased and have been distributed to LCM.  Special thanks to Betty Warber 

who was able to pick them up a few weeks ago, saving the shipping cost.  On January 31
st
, the 

Chaplain at Marquette University, Pastor Jessica Short, dedicated the hymnals during LCMôs 

regular Sunday evening worship service.  Thank you SO much for making this meaningful gift a 

reality. 

 

Robin Fatla, your SWO Vice President, is the 2011 Triennial Promoter.  Robin will be giving us 

information about the Triennial from now until the time of the event.  Watch for these articles 

and news updates.  We will be electing four delegates to the Triennial at the October, 2010 SWO 

Convention being held at Atonement Lutheran Church in Muskego.  A Scholarship Nomination 

Form will be available for you with additional information.  Please consider being a Delegate to 

the July, 2011 Triennial, being held in Spokane, Washington. 

 

Speaking of Delegates, it is not too early to elect/appoint your church unitôs Delegate to our 

SWO Convention.  October seems a long way off but it will be here before we know it.    

 

As I write this report, my calendar tells me Ash Wednesday and Lent is just a week away.  Can it 

be that it is already time to leave the Epiphany season and move into the journey that leads to the  

Cross?  Time goes so quickly, there is always so much to do, places to be, so many events to 

attend.  Let us all take that deep breath and make the time to attend the special Lenten services at 

our church and participate as we are able, as we walk through Lent with our Lord.  Let us make 

the time to reflect and pray and worship.  I wish you all a blessed and meaningful Lenten Season 

that we know leads to the Easter Resurrection.      Carole Ropel, President      
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From the Treasurer 

Submitted by Sue Seidemann 
 
 

Receipts  
Regular offerings from C.U.s (4) $449.80 
Cluster offerings                            $0.00 
Cluster Funds                                    $175.00 
Retreat Offering                            $0.00 
Retreat Registrations                            $0.00 
Synod Convention Registrations     $0.00 
Gleanings Subscriptions                 $0.00 
Triennial scholarship refunds                 $0.00 
convention offering                             $0.00 
Campus hymnals                         $227.00 
Interest on savings, CD & MIF      $0.00 
Total Receipts                                     $851.80 
  
Disbursements  
Offerings to CWO                        $224.90 
Retreat Offering                             $0.00 
Synod Convention Offering                $0.00 
Program I Mission Growth                $0.00 
Program II Mission Community    $0.00 
Program III Mission Action                $0.00 
Program IV Executive Committee    $0.00 
Program V Executive Board                $0.00 
Program VI Convention Committee    $0.00 
Program VII Clusters                            $0.00 
Program VIII Financial Matters     $0.00 
Program IX Newsletter            $180.00 
Program X Special Events                $0.00 
Program XI Scholarships ï camp    $0.00 
Program XII Affirmative Action    $0.00 
Program XIII Miscellaneous              $34.30 
Total Disbursements                        $439.20 
  
  
Assets  
SWO checking                     $4,863.14 
SWO savings                                 $1,675.19 
Mission Investment Fund            $529.24 
Certificate of deposit                     $2,162.51 
Total Accounts                     $9,230.08 
  
Designated Funds  
Triennial Convention Scholarship $1,500.00 
Lutheran Campus Huymnals       $614.00 
Scholarship ï camp, other       $245.00 

God Is So Good                $1,046.99 
Certificate of deposit                $2,162.51 
Mission Investment Fund       $529.24 
Total Designated Funds    $6,097.74 
  
Total Funds Available                $3,132.34 
 

New SWO Treasurer 
 

Effective February 1, 2010, I will begin my 

position as the newly elected SWO Treasurer.  I 
would like to thank Sue Seidemann for her many 
years of service in this position.  Please send all 
future contributions to me.  I look forward to 
serving our Lord in this position.  Donna Derse, 
5621 East Peninsula Road, Waterford, WI  53185.  
Home phone 262-514-2567 and cell phone is 
414-828-0239 

 
 

Make Plans To Attend A Special 
Retreat 

 
Four dynamic speakers, free time, good meals, 
worship and fellowship ï are all part of the 

upcoming Five StaR Retreat. Relax, Renew, 
Reconnect, Refresh, Rejoice -- is one you and 

your friends wonôt want to miss. Registration for 
this joint retreat with the women of the Greater 
Milwaukee Synodical Womenôs Organization is 
just $10! 
 
Set for May 14-15 at Immanuel Lutheran, 
Watertown, the agenda is flexible enough to meet 
your personal and spiritual needs. If you love a 
night away, you can come on Friday night for 
Bible study, fellowship and a movie. Reserve a 
room at the Super 8 Motel. When you call the 
motel, mention you are with the Women of the 
ELCA. Our  special group price of $72.79. This 
price is for two people in each room. (There is a 
$5 charge for each person more than two.) 
 
If your budget doesnôt allow a night out, join us on 
Saturday morning for a wonderful day covering all 
five Rôs. The schedule, registration and more 
details are in the brochure in this issue. Feel free 
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to copy it and distribute among your women, and 
post it on a bulletin board. 
 
Hereôs a look at two of our speakers: 
 
Å Nancy Davis is the executive director of ABC 
Connections, a volunteer program that helps the 
elderly in Columbia County. She facilitates a 
monthly caregiver support group and holds 
caregiver trainings and retreats. ABC Connections 
connects people in need with people who care. 
Nancy is also a certified laughter leader and on-
call chaplain for Divine Savior Health Care. 
 
Å Rev. Gail Brodersen-Heins was born and 
raised in Milwaukee; she was baptized and 
confirmed at Ascension Lutheran Church on the 
south side. A graduate of Bay View High School, 
she studied liberal arts and visual art at UW-M, 
graduating with a BFA in Advertising Design in 
1970. She worked in the advertising field before 
entering Wartburg Theological Seminary Dubuque 
in 1985. Her internship year was spent in campus 
ministry at Luther College, Decorah, IA. 
 
She has served St. Peter Lutheran, Prairie du 
Chien; Immanuel Evangelical. Lutheran, 
Watertown; and is currently the pastor of St. 
Stephen the Martyr, in Greendale. Gail served as 
co-pastor with her late husband the Rev. Rich 
Heins at Immanuel until his retirement. She has 
three adult stepchildren and two delightful 
grandchildren. 
 
. 

 OPEN SWO BOARD POSITIONS 

 
Your SWO Board has experienced an unexpected 
resignation within the last month.  We are asking 
you to please notify our president, Carole Ropel of 
your interest or that of anyone in your 
acquaintance that you feel may be a candidate for 
a position as a Mission Team member.  The 
position will be approved by the SWO Board and 
the individual will remain in that position until our 
SWO Convention being held on October 1st and 
2nd, 2010.  At that time, the individual may choose 
to run for an elected Board position.  Since the 
woman who resigned was elected to a two-year 
term, there will be a one-year term on the 2010 
ballot to fulfill that time frame. 
  

For additional information, call Carole (262-523-
4130) or our Vice President, Robin Fatla (262-
377-0046). 

 
  

The time is here to start planning to attend the  

Women of the ELCA  
2011 Triennial Gathering  

 

 
July 14 ï 17, 2011 

Spokane, Washington 
Updated details about registration, convention 

delegates and scholarships, 
will be included in the June issues of the 

Gleanings. 
Robin Fatla is the promoter for the gathering 
and can be contacted at rlwfatla@gmail.com 
or 262 377-0046.  A Facebook page will soon 
be set-up to get all the newest information out 

to you. 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 
by Kathy Wakefield, Adoration Lutheran Church, 

Greenfield 

 
I have been a member of our churchôs book group 
for many years.  I never thought about a 
connection between all the books we read and a 
group of women confined in a state prison.  Then 
one day, while attending a meeting of women 
teachers, I heard Deneal Erickson, instructor at 
Ellsworth Correctional Institution in Union Grove, 
speak about her teaching activities with her ladies 
(inmates). I knew this was a place where the 
people of my church, Adoration Lutheran Church 
could help.  She spoke about the book groups her 

mailto:rlwfatla@gmail.com
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ladies had, how they often shared a couple of 
copies of a book until everyone had read it so 
they could have a discussion.  She talked about 
the projects they had done relating to the books 
her ladies had read as part of their class 
instruction. She talked about the small library they 
had where the ladies could choose a book to read 
as recreation. The state provided little or no 

money for the purchase of books.  
Paperbacks were soon worn out 
by their frequent use. 

   
 I knew there were many readers 
in my church. Our conversations 
over coffee on Sunday morning 

often turned to the question, ñWhat are you 
reading?ò  Everyone seemed to be reading 
something. I began collecting books from my 
church members for Ellsworth. The books 
accumulated rapidly in the box I placed in the 
coatroom of the church. I soon had enough books 
to fill the back of my SUV, ready for a trip to 
Ellsworth.  That was about 4 years ago.  My 
church (and friends and acquaintances) have 
continued to fill that box over and over again.  
Even my coffee friends at Paneraôs bring me bags 
of books.  We have probably donated 1000 ï 
1500 books, providing reading material for the 
over 300 inmates confined at Ellsworth. 
 
As part of the Motheread program at the 
institution, the ladies learn about parenting and 
cultivating literacy in their own children as they 
prepare to return to their families.  This fall we 
helped to provide approximately 150 childrenôs 
books to be presented by inmate mothers to their 
children. Hopefully this will help to cultivate an 
atmosphere of reading in their homes for these 
children.   

 
There are needs throughout the correctional 
institutions for reading materials, whether it be in 
a local jail or one of the many county or state 
facilities.  There may be some limitations on what 
is allowed, but that can be discovered by 
contacting the institutions.  It has been a great 
way to recycle books and have them used over 
and over and over again. Reading/literacy is one 
of the keys to finding work and success in the 
world, outside those bars and fences.  This has 
been a great ministry for my church, Adoration 
Lutheran Church of Greenfield. 

 
 

Responding to the Haiti Earthquake 

(from the women of the ELCA website) 

Lutheran women are known for 
many things, including making 
quilts, 

http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/quilts.asp, health 
kits, http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-
Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Worship-and-
prayer/Litanies/Quilt-and-relief-project-
dedications.aspx,  and layette kits 
http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/layettes.asp. 
 Lutheran World Relief is working to mobilize 
thousands of these as the needs in Haiti 
grow. We encourage you to support LWR's 
efforts. Use these prayers for the dedication of 
quilts and relief projects with your group or your 
whole congregation. 
 
Any funds you collect at a Women of the ELCA 
meeting or gathering can be sent through the 
churchwide office, which also helps us track 
giving from the women's organization. 100% of 
your gift will be immediately forwarded to ELCA 
Disaster Response. Send check with Form B to: 

 
Women of the ELCA 

P.O. Box 71256 
Chicago IL 60694-1256 

 
 
 
 

Atonement Lutheran Church 
 February 2010 

  
On Saturday, February 10, the Women of the 
ELCA at Atonement Lutheran Church in Muskego 
held their annual meeting.  We were pleased to 
have as our guest speaker Tammy MacDonald,  
Board member of Pregnancy Support Connection.  
Tammy shared her heartfelt story with us and told 
how and why she became involved with 
Pregnancy Support Connection. 
  

Other special guests included Carole Ropel, 
President of the Greater Milwaukee, Women of 
the ELCA, Robin Fatla, Vice President and Jan 
Camus, Congregation/Cluster Liaison.  Carole 
informed us of some upcoming events for the 
"Women", including the Spring Retreat in 
Watertown on May 14-15 and the SWO 

http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/quilts.asp
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Worship-and-prayer/Litanies/Quilt-and-relief-project-dedications.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Worship-and-prayer/Litanies/Quilt-and-relief-project-dedications.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Worship-and-prayer/Litanies/Quilt-and-relief-project-dedications.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Worship-and-prayer/Litanies/Quilt-and-relief-project-dedications.aspx
http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/layettes.asp
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Worship-and-prayer/Litanies/Quilt-and-relief-project-dedications.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Worship-and-prayer/Litanies/Quilt-and-relief-project-dedications.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Stewardship/Stewardship-Resources.aspx
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Convention on October 1-2 .  Robin, who is the 
2011 promoter for the Triennial, told us some of 
the early details about the Triennial.  Our meeting 
concluded with a luncheon of soups and breads.  
Thanks to all who attended. 

 

 
 
Front Row:  Jan Camus, Carole Ropel, Robin 
Fatla  Back Row:  Sally Munia, Sandy Traeder, 
Jan DeGaetano, Sally Pedersen, Nancy Hanks 

 

 
New Lutheran Hymnals given to Campus 

Ministry 
 

Though generous gifts from Congregational Units, 
and individuals, it was possible for the SWO to 
purchase forty (40) new ELWôs for Campus 
Ministry.  These ñcranberryò hymnals have been 
shared between Marquette Campus Ministry and 
UW-Milwaukee Campus Ministry. 
 

On Sunday, January 31st these hymnals were 
dedicated to the glory of God during the regular 
Sunday Evening Worship Service at the 
Marquette Site.  Some SWO Board Members 
attended this lively Worship Service and we were 
truly blessed to be with these students, some who 
joined us last October at Convention. 
 

Below is a picture taken after the Service.  SWO 
Board members who were present but are not 
pictured are Robin Fatla and Sue Seidemann. 
 

 
(left to right) Chrissy Ackers, Betty Warber, Erica 
Ruhl, Carole Ropel, Caitlin Brock  and Campus 
Pastor Jessica Short 
 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Atonement Lutheran Church, Muskego, Wis. 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry began in February, 
2009. The joint effort of WELCA member Sandy 
Traeder, who lost her 20-year-old son to cancer, 
2008, and our Minister of Care-Giving at 
Atonement Lutheran Church in Muskego .  Sandy 
brought the idea to our Minister of Care-Giving 
who enthusiastically agreed prayer shawls would 
be very useful and a blessing to her ministry.  
  
 At our WELCA General Meeting in April, 2009, 
our chapter voted to support this ministry.  We 
meet once a month for fellowship to create these 
wonderful prayer shawls (lessons are available) 
and all continue to be welcome.  Members have 
also been creating these beautiful prayer shawls 
on their own time and donating them to this 
ministry.  A label is also attached with a prayer of 
comfort and our church name.  Financial 
donations for yarn supplies have been graciously 
received by members supporting this wonderful 
ministry. 
 
 For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
Godðnot the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. For we are what he has made us, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared forehand to be our way of life.  
Ephesians 2:1ï10 
 
To date, 30+ prayer shawls have been given to 
both members and friends of Atonement Lutheran 
Church .  Our Minister of Care-Giving believes the 
prayer shawls help to focus and be in a prayerful 
situation.  They have been received as treasured 
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gifts by people in their time of trial and reminds 
them that they are cared about by this community 
of Christians and God himself. 

 

Sandy Traeder Has Written a Faith-Based 
Book - Dream Visits 

 
 Book Summary:  This book contains a momôs 
heartfelt reflections as she shares how her faith in 
God, her supportive and loving family, in 
combination with Jasonôs amazing dream visits to 
her after his passing have slowly enabled her to 
heal.  Dream Visits, in its simplicity and honesty, 
is a gentle read full of hope and inspiration. 
  
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness. "The 
LORD is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I 
will hope in him."  Lamentations 3:22-24 (NRSV) 
  
Sandy can be reached at: slt.sandy@yahoo.com 
Books are available through Sandy Traeder or 
Amazon.com 
 
 

 
Photo taken at the American Cancer Society 

Relay for Life June, 2008.  Sandy, Jason and 
brother, Kyle.  Tragically, Jason lost his battle with 
cancer in August. 

 
 
 
Womenôs Retreat Memories Weekend at 

Pine Lake Camp 
August 2009 

By Nancy Sack, Camp Coordinator 

 
These past few weeks, we had our winter thaw 
and that reminded me of the weekend retreat in 

August 2009. There was a great group of women 
who attended as you can see. We enjoyed the 
Bible study and morning worship services which 
were led by Pastor Christy Schoob of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, West Bend, Wis. The theme 
was, ñCalled to Serveò and the Bible verse was 
taken from 1 Samuel 3:9. The four Bible study 
sessions were informative and interesting with a 

lot  of 
discussion. The social leaders from Our Savior 
Lutheran Church is Oconomowoc had different 
skits for all of the women to participate in which 
had us all laughing as we enjoyed them. It was 
also the 80th year of womenôs camping and we 
had a chance to reminisce about the past years. 
Sharon Fox Bogan presented the program based 
on ñCallò. She spoke about her experiences of 
working at a senior living home. It was a learning 
experience for all of us. Free time was spent by 
some women taking the Cross Walk; swimming, 
boating, playing óSKIPOô or taking a nap. 
Everyone had fun. Plan on attending the 2010 
retreat and bring a friend or two. Youôll learn why 
some women attend year after year.  
 
The planning committee is already working hard. 
If you are interesting in working with us, please 
join us for the next meeting at April 17th at 
9:30am. The meeting will be held at Our Savior 

Lutheran Church, Oconomowoc, Wis.  
 

Womenôs Retreat Weekend  
Pine Lake Camp 

August 20-22, 2010 
 
Come and share memories & create new ones at 
the upcoming Womenôs 
Retreat. This yearôs theme 
is ñKeeping the Earthô. We 
will be studying various 
passages from the Old 
and New Testament of the 
Bible. Pastor Laurie 
Veenendahl from Lakeview Lutheran Church, 

mailto:slt.sandy@yahoo.com
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Madison, Wis., will be the worship and Bible study 
leader. 
 
 
There will be: Bible study, sunset singing, 
meditation, and fun, free time, Taize service, 
shopping at the SERRV table and Camp Canteen 
Plus, Cross walk.  
 
To Register ï send your name, address, home 
telephone number & email address to Kathy Holat 
at the address provided below. 
 
Camp will cost $85 for regular cabins, Evergreen 
cabins cost $105. Registration is due by August 
5th. There is a $10 late fee after August 5th..  
 
For detailed registration information, please 
contact Kathy Holat, 625 N 105 St, Wauwatosa, 
WI 53226 or call her at 414-258-6362.  
 
 

 
 

 
October 1 &2, 2010  ï Milwaukee 

WELCA Convention, Muskego, WI, Fill My 
Cup Lord 
 

 


