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2009 Convention Report
Submitted by Claudie Calenzo

The 2009 WELCA convention has come to a
close. So much planning goes into making it a
success and it is over so fast.

There are so many
people | have to
thank for working
with me to make it a
success. First |
thank God for giving

' . me the courage to
do this and for sending me the right people to
help, the committee of Carole Ropel, Robin Fatla
and Cheryl Isotola and myself. Without their help
and guidance it would have been a much harder
task.

As convention intern | was able to watch and
learn from a great teacher, Jan Fox. When it was
my turn to be the chairperson she gave me the
book she kept that became my reference bible
and a very big asset to me. Jan, together with our
3 Pastors, Vivian, Meridith and Mary Martha put

together our wonderful Saturday morning worship
service.(Continued on Page 5)

,,,,,,

s sz oz =z

€ € ®fome submitted by Julie Starks

One of the sessions at the annual Women of the
ELCA Synodical Convention was led by Inez

Torres Davis, director for justice for the Women of
the ELCA. She has created a wonderful resource

c al ISectkd Spacesd6 t hat is avai
download at the following link:
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-
Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/AIl-our-
resources/Resources-alpha.aspx. This will take

you to an alphabetical list of available resources,
so scroll down
deep in the ELCA website. Follow each section
and you will be rewarded!)

Creating a Sacred Space in our own homes can
assist us in spiritual growth and health. This
space is a reminder of the need for regular
spiritual time in prayer, study and meditation.

l nez quoted
Space is where you go to find yourself again and
again.

To truly create a meaningful space one must
prayerfully think about the type of space most
helpful. Should it be dark, light, allow me to sit, be
warm? The senses contribute much to mood so
consider color, texture, aroma, temperature.
(Continued on Page 6)
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A ME SSAGE FROM OUR SWO PRESIDENT

Dear Sisters in Christ:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord, Jesus Christ

Having just celebrated Thanksgiving, we now look forward to Christmas and the celebration of
the birth of our Lord and Savior. A perfect time for us all to count our many blessings and to
reflect on the greatest gift of all that came to us on that long ago winter night.

As | look back over the year, there are many things that have been blessings. Our 22™ annual
Convention held on October 9-10 was a wonderful, very worthwhile event. In fact, | had one of
the women tell me that she has attended many conventions over the years and this one was the
very best. Our Chair, Claudie Calenzo and the Convention Intern, Cheryl Isotalo, along with the
other Committee members, did a great job in pulling together an inspiring group of workshop
leaders, a very meaningful worship service, speakers that held our attention, good meals, and |
must mention the group of four women who closed our Convention with their songs and fun
personal ities, who call t he ms wkthansPagiof MeeeditB Musaais Pl at e
and Beth Dorsey for their hospitality and for allowing us to have our convention at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in Menomonee Falls. Your In-Kind gift donations, designated for Lutheran
Campus Ministry (LCM) in Greater Milwaukee, totaled $640. A check has been sent to LCM.
Thank you SO much for your generosity. The 2010 Convention will be held at Atonement
Lutheran Church in Muskego on October 1-2. Mark your calendars now and plan ahead to
attend.

Your delegates at the convention elected the following individuals as Board members to serve
you and our Synodical organization: Betty Warber, Hephatha Lutheran Church, was elected
Secretary, and Donna Derse, Atonement Lutheran Church, was elected Treasurer. Board
members elected were: Jan Camus, Martin Luther, Cheryl Isotalo, Nativity, Carla Lonski, Unity
and Sue Seidemann, St. Peter, Sheboygan. | am honored to have been re-elected to serve
another two-year term as your president. Please pray for all of us on the SWO Board asking
that the Holy Spirit guides and directs all of our decisions, the events we plan, and the actions
we take. We pray for your continued support. The eleven individuals on the Board cannot do
all the work without your support and commitment.

Newly elected Board memberdbymeamdwd htamd tYoudDay o @
our 2008-09 Board members: Claudie Calenzo, Marilyn Day, Jan Fox, Marjorie Pagel and Mary

Ellen Sorensen. We will miss these faithful, dedicated women. During the year we received

resignations from Jerri Larsen and Susan Marshall. We are grateful to Susan Marshall who did

produce the Convention Book of Report and to our former Secretary, Jean Ditzenberger who

stepped in to help where she could with Convention matters.

Late in October, | received an e-mail report from Linda Post-Bushkofsky, Executive Director of

the Women of the ELCA, Churchwide. Because of a short-fall of $376,000 in revenue so far this

year, they have found it necessary to reduce their staff by 1/3"™, which equals seven positions.

This change has, of course, forced reorganization of responsibilities. We need to keep these

isi sterso in prayer as they striamsatthelevelwsnt i nue t h
have come to expect.

(Continued on page 6)



From the Treasurer Lutheran Campus Huymnals $ 614.00

Submitted by Sue Seidemann Scholarship i camp, other  $ 245.00
God Is So Good $1,046.99

Wow! Thank you! Thank you! Our convention Certificate of deposit $2,162.51

offerings collected this October totaled Mission Investment Fund $ 529.24

$2,259.76. Your synodical unit was able to send Total Designated Funds $6,097.74

$1,129.88 to our churchwide organization and

$1,129.88 to the Pregnancy Support Connection. Total Funds Available $3,132.34

That's wonderful' And, that's not all. Your in-
kinds gifts totaled $640 which was sent to
Lutheran Campus Ministry. Your gifts and
offerings were very generous.

Receipts Joy to the World Nativity Collection
Regular offerings from C.U.s (4) $449.80

Cluster offerings $ 0.00 Attendees atthis year 6 s annual syn:¢
Cluster Funds $175.00 held at Holy Cross in Menomonee Falls, were
Retreat Offering $ 0.00 able to view a collection of over 200 nativity sets
Retreat Registrations $ 0.00 on permanent display in beautiful wood and glass
Synod Convention Registrations $ 0.00 cabinets.

Gleanings Subscriptions $ 0.00 g

Triennial scholarship refunds $ 0.00 For viewing
convention offering $ 0.00 hours, tours
Campus hymnals $227.00 and more
Interest on savings, CD & MIF $ 0.00 photos go to:
Total Receipts $851.80

Disbursements

Offerings to CWO $224.90 www.holycrosslutheran.org and click on the Joy to

Retreat Offering

Synod Convention Offering
Program | Mission Growth
Program Il Mission Community

Program Il Mission Action

$ 0.00 the World Nativity Collection tab at the bottom of

$

$

$

$ . .
Program IV Executive Committee $ 0.00 Greater Milwaukee - 2010 Spring

$

$

$

$

0.00 the home page.

Program V Executive Board 0.00 Retreat
Program VI Convention Committee

Program VII Clusters Our Greater Milwaukee 2010

Program VIII Financial Matters 0.00 Spring Retreat will be combined
Program IX Newsletter $180.00 with the Women of the ELCA from
Program X Special Events $ 0.00 our neighboring Synod, South
Program XI| Scholarshipsi camp $ 0.00 Central Wisconsin

Program XIl Affirmative Action $ 0.00

Program Xlll Miscellaneous $ 34.30 Theme: A Five-StaR Retreat-
Total Disbursements $439.20 Relax, Renew, Re-Connect, Refresh, Rejoice!
Assets _ Date: May 15, 2010. (Option to come in on
SWO che_cklng $4,863.14 Friday evening, May 14.)

SWO savings $1,675.19

Mission Investment Fund $ 529.24 Place: Immanuel Lutheran Church, 204 10w
Certificate of deposit $2,162.51 '

Total Accounts $9.230.08 Avenue , Watertown WI 53094

This will be a wonderful opportunity to get to know
our Sisters in Christ from the Madison area as
well as re-connecting with women from our own

Designated Funds
Triennial Convention Scholarship ~ $1,500.00


http://www.holycrosslutheran.org/

Synod. Final details are being decided and
additional information and the Registration form
will appear in the March issue of the Gleanings.

For now, mark the date on your calendar and get
a group together from your church unit. Car
pooling is recommended and if you decide to
drive to Watertown on Friday, save time for
shopping at the big Johnson Creek Outlet Mall as
you get off the freeway (1-94) at Highway 26.

New Committee & Board Members

Get to know some of our new committee and
Board members through the biographies they
submitted to Gleanings.

Julie Starks i Communication
Committee Member,
Convention Photographer

| have been a member of St.
Stephen the Martyr in Greendale
since the ewyrly
involvement there includes multiple terms on
Church Council serving as chair of Music &
Worship and as President. Other committee work
includes the Pastor Call committee, Music
Director Search committee, moderator for an
online Bible Study, Forward Planning committee
and Chair of our Soles4Souls shoe drive.

My work background includes teaching physical
education and operating JS Photography which |
created in 1985. My web site address is
www.jsphotographymilwaukee.com, please take a
peek! | love being physically active and am proud
of completing the American Birkebeiner X-C Ski
race in 2008 and am training for another go at that
in 2010.

Carla Lonski, Communications Chair,
Gleanings Editor

|l 6ve been at
Church since | moved to
Milwaukee from Kenosha about
25 years ago. | am currently on
church council there.

Uni ty

I was never involved with
the pastor asked me to be the point person with

the WECLA in Milwaukee. This led to a small, but
focused womends group. We

successful Green Craft Faire last month.

| 6pmobably the unconventional one here - |
worked for the DoD, both as a reservist and
civilian, for 20+ years, mainly in information
systems, information management, office
automation, contract management,
project/program management, web design,
computer training, writing, editing, etc, etc. |
worked 2 jobs & put myself through college part-
time ending up with a BA in Business. | was
working part time as an IT analyst for a non-profit
agency and was layed off in Januaryi s o | 6 v e
been spending quite a bit of time trying to find
another or decide where | go from here.

| met my husband, Michael, at a Halloween party
& the rest is history. | have three kids, a son i
who has finished at MATC as an electrician & is
waiting to find an apprenticeship. My oldest
daughter has started at UW to, hopefully, become

1 9 8 &nGesgineer. My youngest daughter has just

started high school.

| have a sewing business, MC Lonski Creations.|
design & sew small quilts, bags & toys as well as
alterations, special orders and some commercial
tarp repair, etc. | love to create & design - this
balances the techie in me.

I love volleyballi but dond6t seem to
much. | enjoy traveling. My husband & | have tried

to take our family vacations in many national

parks . We love to hike & explore in the

southwest.

Joyce Waltz -2010 Convention Intern

My husband Frank and | have lived
in Milwaukee on and off for 48 years
with intermediate stops of 6 months
in Tucson, AZ and 8 months in
Augsburg, Germany. We attended
h 18& United Methodist Church for the
first part of our lives and became

Lutherans in 1985. | was requested to audition for

the organist position at Atonement in Muskego,
and since we were looking for a new church . . .
became Lutheran.


http://www.jsphotographymilwaukee.com/

| was the organist for several years, but gave it | have taught Sunday school for many years.

up to the professionals and now dabble in about | am currently working for Mobile Meals

everything that is going on in our church. | sing where | deliver food to the disabled and

in the choir and am active in Leah Circle and seniorsi whi ch | enjoy very muc

WELCA. | have served in several positions in our currently coordinatingour churchés runt

church: Congregation President, Church and the soup kitchen at Unity Lutheran Church

Society, President of Leah Circle, and various once a month. This is very full-filling. | also

ongoing activities. | have taken on several large sell Avon and have been for the last seven

events, such as congregational celebrations and years.

dinners. I love to organize fun things. At home, |

love to read, scrapbook and stamp cards. |l 6ve had many roles at Nat|
Council secretary, church secretary, Council

| have been married to Frank for 48 years and 10 treasurer, alter guild member, usher, counter,

months (of course | was a child when we greeter and a great fill in wherever needed.

married!) We love to travel, especially road trips. | was recently the Convention Intern and will

We enjoy visiting the historical battlegrounds in be the Convention Chair in 2010.

the U.S., and have just returned from Gettysburg.
We love to entertain and usually have large
groups. It can be chaotic but always fun. We
have three grown married children, all in the area, (Convention Report, continued)
and 7 grandchildren ranging in age from 8 to 20.
We enjoy attending their soccer games,
basketball games, concerts, birthday celebrations,
and love it that they are all close by. Our parents
were in southern Indiana so our children did not
have that same privilege.

To Amy Kiesner for learning to sign the

convention hymn "We Are Called" and then for

signing with the Blue Plate Special at the end of

the convention when they sang God Bless

America. That was a special and unexpected

treat that as wusual br ough
eyes. Thank you so much Amy.

| learned a very important lesson years ago from
a favorite pastor when he said he wondered why
people,intime ofdiffic ul t y, ask , , Hefi Why
asked, AHow many of us have
knees and thanked God for what has NOT
happened Ittt remamber to give thanks

for all the blessings that have graciously been

given to me and try to give back. | think that is an
important part of life because it is not the same for
everyone. | look forward to this position on the

SWO Board and pray that | can be a contributing
addition to the members presently serving.

struggled to pick a logo that would say at a glance
what | wanted the convention to be about,
Marjorie Pagel suggested a friend, Sharon Hause,
of Whitnall Park Lutheran, who came up with the
perfect design. Wo r d s t expaessdmy gratitude.

Susan Marshall, together with Jean Ditzenberger
and Robin Fatla, put together the BOR to help us

Cheryl Isotalo 7 2010 get answers to some of our questions. Jean also

Convention Chair was there with her trusty laptop and printer to

I 6 m abemokENativity create and print some last minute item that | had

Lutheran Church. | 0 YoRottend ISNeidid ®al for me two years in a row.

| cancer twice, both Leukemia

and cervical cancer Toall &My workshop presenters, Julie Starks,

married to Dale, my husband. our photographer, and Renee Cornell, our onsite
We have a son, Douglas and his new wife nurse, who without any hesitation said yes when
Angie. We have a step-grandson, and a they were asked. | also must include Judy from
grandson who is currently 13 months old. | Judy's Gifts and Books in Oconomowoc who in
love working with children and the elderly. less than 24 hours pulled together some things so

we could have shopping opportunities.



| can't say enough about Beth Dorsey, who was
our contact at Holy Cross for all of her hard work
on our behalf. Without her help things would not
have run so smooth. Thank-you to the women of
Holy Cross who put together the wonderful
morning treats that we all enjoyed, the organist for
the beautiful music and the custodial staff were
setting up and taking
down.

Last but not least |

#® thank God for all of

~ : & You, my sisters in
Christ, for coming to hear and to learn to live in
the Light. For your generosity in the offering, half
of which will go to Pregnancy Support
Connection, to aid them in their wonderful
program. Also for your In Kind Gifts for Lutheran
Campus Ministries to help our young people know
and love Jesus.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve and | look
forward to seeing you all at the 2010 Convention.
God bless you and keep you in his care.

(Sacred Spaces, continued) The
room/space, once selected, needs to be

fi c | e aCleamautdhat area and wash it down.
Sweep away any negative thoughts or feelings
from this space to create a very spiritual space.
ACl earingd al so
chimes throughout the space while repeating an
intention of your use of this space. One of my
favorite
most precious and sacred thing that will ever be in
your sacred space will be your own breath in
praise and prayer. 0

The Athingso to be put
simple as a prayer shawl or special cloth from an
important trip or occasion with a cross or statue
on it. Add items slowly so that they become a
part of the space on their own rather than
collectively. Keep only items that speak to you.
Other items to include may be: candles, a
bubbling fountain, rocks, carvings, aroma oils,
mementos from loved ones, a music player,
blessed oil or water, prayer book or devotional,
something to sit on.

means UuUsSi

>

g u o t Remembar thainthel n e z

In using your Sacred Space, Inez re-affirms the
importance of using your space only for spiritual
practices. This space can be a place to pray,
read Scripture, find quiet, journal your thoughts
and dreams. What | like so much is that this is so
very personal. | am quoting from the handout,
fWhatever affirming and healing activities support
your intention to know God more intimately, you
can practice in your sacred space. 0

Il nez reminded Lutheesawgtheo u p
home as the first school in all that is sacred. Each
home should have a sacred space seen daily that
reminds everyone in that house 1 including
households of one i that in every moment we are
in relationship with God.0 That last phrase goes
hand in hand with the
Bible Study on the Book of Romans where

Abr a h aighbrslatighshipd wi t Wwas Go d
rewarded by his descendants being as vast as the
stars!

Consider creating your own Sacred Space to
enrich your spiritual life.

(Presidenté s Me s soateed) The
Church-wide Women of the ELCA receive the
largest portion of their monetary support through
your regular offerings and your Thank offerings.
Without these offerings, the short-fall will be even
greater.

Our next Synod-wide event will be the Spring
Retreat being held on May 15, 2010. The theme
i 9A BiStdR Retreatl ReIBE Rehéw, Re-
Connect, Refresh, Rejoice! This gathering will
be very special because we are joining together
wittPthe Women of the ELCA from the South
Central Wisconsin Synod. In trying to find a
central location for both Synods, Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Watertown has been selected
as the retreat.

his space can be as
| pray that this Christmas Season will bring much
happiness and joy to you and your family. Psalm
96: vs. 11 says fdlLet
earth be gl ado f oAleltig e

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

Carole Ropel, President

t he
Lor i

t

h

Lut hi

h



Committee Contact Information
Nominations Chair: Jan Fox
262-782-5680 e-mail: jcnfx@aol.com

Communications Team:
Nancy Sack
414-545-5434 nsack@wi.rr.com

Donna Domagalski
414-321-4009 d.domagalski@sbcglobal.net

Julie Starks
414-483-0122 jastarks@earthlink.net

Fill Up My Cup, Lord
SWO 2010Convention

Paid Subscri pti o Mailedto YduGHoreea ni ngs O

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or

$9 for a two-year subscription (8 copies) along with your name, address and congregational unit. Make

check payable to fiwWwomen of the ELCAO and mail your o
Franklin, Wl 53132

How To Get Your Copy of AGlIeaningsod FREE.

To receive Gleanings free of charge via e-mail, send your name and e-mail address to Gleanings editor
Marjorie Pagel: mkewelca@gmail.com. You may also access Gleanings through the Synod website
www.milwaukeesynod.org. Clicko n A P a i Women of the ELCA, Gleanings

A . Advent: A Season for All Generations
\_/ Thistwo-part Advent program can be used by a grou
ﬂ customs and explore the biblical figures of Advent (Zechariah and Elizabeth, Simeon and
Anna, Joseph and Mary, and more). Each part takes about 20 to 45 minutes and includes
prayer, hymns, Scripture, narration, and discussion. Download your free copy at

http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA.aspx .

s
The Colors of Christmas: A Reflection on Preparing for Christmas !
Our celebrations are often sprinkled with seasonal traditions that bring us joy and remind
us of times gone by or people who have graced our lives. Do you know where or when
your traditions began and the meaning behind them? This resource takes a look at the
some of the customs around Christmas. Download your free copy at
http://www.elca.org/Growindn-Faith/Ministry/Womenof-the ELCA.aspx
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2009-2010 Greater Milwaukee Synodical Board

These are your elected Board members and appointed leaders. Please call them with your ideas and
concerns and remember them in your prayers.

Carole Ropel Robin Fatla Betty Warber Donna Derse
President Vice Rdesnt Secretary Treasurer (as of 2/1/10)
St. Stephen the Martyr St. JohnGrafton Hephatha, Milwaukee Norway, Wind Lake
Greerale
caroleropel@sbcglobal.nebbinfatla@hotmail.com betty@warber.net dderse@wi.rr.com
262 5234130 262 3770046 262 88618 262 52567

\ t'
Sue Seidemann

Sandy Wals  Pastor Viviane ThomaBreitfeld Jan Camus
Mission Team Spiritual Advisor Treasurer/Missioleam Congregation & Cluster
(switch on 1/31/10) Liaison
Holy Cross, Meno.FallsGood Shepherd, Waukesha Martin Luther,Milwaukee St .
dswals@att.net prviviane@goodshp.org  seidesue@charter.net jcamus@wi.rr.com
262 2516225 262 7810672 920 42-1634 414 4640708

. A e . &
Joyce Waltz Lona Eubanks Cheryl Isotalo Carla Lonski
Convention Intern Anti-Racism Team Convention Chairman Communications
Atonement, Muskego Incarnation, Milwaukee Nativity, Wauwatosa Unity, Milwaukee
jwaltz@wi.rr.com l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net cisotalo@sbcglobal.net  mclonski@sbcglobal.net
262 6791832 414 4612590 414 5414236 414 7628080
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA
M. Pagel 1 Gleanings Editor
12040 W. Scherrei Dr
Franklin WI 53132-1626

Address Service Request

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY DATED MATERIALS

Dates to Remember
May 14-15171 Spring Retreat, Watertown, WI
October 1-2 1 Milwaukee WELCA Convention, Muskego, WI, Fill My Cup Lord
July 12-14, 20117 Triennial Convention, Spokane, Wash i Renew, Respond,
Rejoice.

Wishing you a Very Merry Christmas &
Peaceful New Year



